
PRACTICAL IDEAS T O HELP YOU INTRODUCE MORE EFFECTIVE ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUES INTO YOUR TEACHING  ETFOUNDATION.CO.UK



/supporting/support-practitioners/maths-and-english/effective-practice-guidelines
/supporting/support-practitioners/maths-and-english/effective-practice-guidelines
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
https://www.foundationonline.org.uk/
https://www.foundationonline.org.uk/
http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/supporting/support-practitioners/maths-and-english/effective-practice-guidelines
http://www.et-foundation.co.uk/supporting/support-practitioners/maths-and-english/effective-practice-guidelines
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
http://www.foundationonline.org.uk/


Education and Training Foundation 3 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Promote relevance of 
maths and English 
Page 4 

 

Engage 
learners 
Page 7 

 

Consider all assessment 
as an AfL process 
Page 9 

 

Assess for self-belief 
and motivation 
Page 12 

 

Allocate 
sufficient time 
Page 15 

 

Ensure records are 
‘living documents’ 
Page 17 

Engage all relevant 
professionals 
Page 6 

 

Access specialist 
expertise 
Page 8 

 

Limit assessment to 
what is necessary 
Page 10 

 

Safeguard confidence 
and independence 
Page 13 

 

Use authentic 
contexts 
Page 16 

 

Use personal progress 
records effectively 
Page 18 

01 

03 

05 

07 

09 

11 

02 

04 

06 

08 

10 

12 



4 01 Promote relevance of maths and English 

 

 

 

 

Promote relevance of 
maths and English 

 
Everyone should be clear about the impact of maths and English on learners

English

https://www.learningandwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Engaging-learners-in-GCSE-maths-and-English.pdf
https://www.foundationonline.org.uk/course/index.php?categoryid=13
https://www.foundationonline.org.uk/course/index.php?categoryid=13
http://www.learningandwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Engaging-learners-in-GCSE-maths-and-English.pdf
http://www.foundationonline.org.uk/course/index.php?categoryid=13
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You could try connecting with previous knowledge when 

you introduce a new subject in maths or English to build 

on your learnersõ prior knowledge. Adopt a framework for 

each new topic: 
 

▪ What do you already know about this 

topic? Use concrete examples. 

▪ When do you use this topic? Examine 

concrete examples. 

▪ What is easy about this topic? Share 

examples of what learners can do. 

▪ What do you find difficult? Explore 

examples of what learners find difficult or in 

mathematics common misconceptions. 

 

Vary your approach within this framework. You could 

use quizzes, direct questioning, class discussion, pair 

or small group discussion and feedback, collaborative 

writing, online voting, coloured cards to represent 

like/dislike, easy/moderate/difficult. 

 
The aim is to establish prior knowledge before teaching 

each topic. Try getting your learners to keep a 24-hour 

diary showing when they use maths or English skills in 

their daily lives. 
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https://allaboutme.wsc.ac.uk/tracking-and-monitoring/
https://allaboutme.wsc.ac.uk/tracking-and-monitoring/


6  02 Engage all relevant professionals 

 

 
 

 

Engage all relevant 
professionals 

 

 

 

All staff involved in a learner’s programme of study, including employers, 

vocational teachers and support staff, can support assessment for learning 

in maths and English, but some may need extra support to do so. 

 
When using different systems for maintaining learner progress records make sure that learners can easily 

take responsibility for and manage their own learning. Feedback and support on maths and English from 

all

 

https://studyprogrammes.excellencegateway.org.uk/technical-route-resources
https://studyprogrammes.excellencegateway.org.uk/technical-route-resources
https://www.numeracyday.com/
https://readingagency.org.uk/adults/quick-guides/quick-reads/
http://www.numeracyday.com/
http://www.numeracyday.com/
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https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/guidance-reports/metacognition-and-self-regulated-learning
https://www.learningandwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Engaging-learners-in-GCSE-maths-and-English.pdf
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/assessment-for-learning-toolkit-6020165
http://www.learningandwork.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Engaging-learners-in-GCSE-maths-and-English.pdf
http://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/assessment-for-learning-toolkit-6020165
http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/content/etf2942
http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk/content/etf2942


https://en.actionbound.com/
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Consider all assessment 
as an AfL process 

 

 

 

Assessment for learning relates to learning as it happens in real-time, activating and building 

on learners’ existing knowledge to improve their performance and motivate learning. AfL 

activities that focus on the process and content of learning can support deeper understanding 

and provide ongoing feedback that shapes teaching throughout a learner’s course of study. 

 
Watch videos 1 and 215 to find out how AfL is an intrinsic part of the learning process. Reflect on how you build 

opportunities for learners to take the lead in monitoring and evaluating their own learning with your support, 

and how you build in time and opportunities to lead on reviewing and goal setting e

https://english.excellencegateway.org.uk/teaching-learning-and-assessment/assessment
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/files/224/improving_learning_in_mathematicsi.pdf
https://english.excellencegateway.org.uk/teaching-learning-and-assessment/assessment
http://www.padlet.com/
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/files/224/improving_learning_in_mathematicsi.pdf
http://www.ncetm.org.uk/files/224/improving_learning_in_mathematicsi.pdf
http://www.padlet.com/


10 06 Limit assessment to what is necessary 

 

 
 

 

Limit assessment to 
what is necessary 

 

 

 

An overly long initial assessment process can be off-putting for learners embarking on a new course 

and may de-motivate them from doing their best. The 2019 Ofsted Education Inspection Framework19 

states that: ‘Leaders understand the limitations of assessment and do not use it in a way that creates 

unnecessary burdens for staff or learners.’ Most learners with a grade 3 in maths or English will be 

placed in GCSE groups so it’s unnecessary to test skills in every topic at the beginning of their course. 

 
Itõs more helpful to both the learner and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
https://english.excellencegateway.org.uk/teaching-learning-and-assessment/assessment
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/education-inspection-framework
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook-eif
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook-eif
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook-eif
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook-eif
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook-eif
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/18/contents%3Bthe��������andInspectionsAct2006%3B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/40/contents%3Bsection109ofthe��������andSkillsAct2008
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made%3BandtheChildcareAct2006%3B
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/21/contents.Allinspectionscarriedoutusingthenewcommon


12 07 Assess for self-belief and motivation 

 

 
 

 

Assess for self

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/feedback/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/feedback/
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Safeguard confidence 
and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh5SZZt207k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh5SZZt207k


14  08 Safeguard confidence and independence 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

You could try using concrete familiar examples to 



Education and Training Foundation 15 

 

 
 

 

Allocate 
sufficient time 

 

 

 

Making time in lessons for assessment activities can consolidate learning as well as provide feedback 

on progress and understanding for future planning. Barak Rosenshein’s 17 Principles of Effective 

instruction27 suggests that regular review can

can 

 

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Rosenshine.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Rosenshine.pdf
http://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Rosenshine.pdf


16  10 Use authentic contexts 

 

 
 

 

Use authentic 
contexts 

 

 

 

Using authentic contexts can help learners re-engage with maths and English, increasing their 

chances of exam success and helping them to see the relevance of these subjects in work 

and at home. It is widely recognised as effective practice and is encouraged by Ofsted. 

 
If employers recognise the importance 

https://maths.excellencegateway.org.uk/teaching-learning-and-assessment/working-with-employers
https://mei.org.uk/contextualisation-toolkit
https://mei.org.uk/contextualisation-toolkit




18  12 Use personal progress records effectively 

 

 
 

 

Use personal progress 
records effectively 

 

 

 

Learners are more likely to self-regulate and be active agents in their own learning if they see 

their efforts are acknowledged and their responses make a difference to how they are taught. 

 
If 

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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